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in his recognition of the great part which magic, masquerad-
ing as religion, played in Greek ritual, he is far too cautious
to push the comparisons to extremes, to discover a totem
under every bush and a ghost under every god. To take a
single instance, his treatment of the worship of heroes as
essentially a special development of the worship of the dead,
is, so far as I can judge, thoroughly sound, and contrasts
very favourably with the theories of " faded gods" which
have been much ventilated on this subject in recent years.
And the same happy union of exact scholarship, wide in-
tellectual outlook, and sober sense never fails him in the
difficult and delicate task which he has set himself and has
successfully accomplished in the present volume. The book
presents an excellent view of Greek religion in its growth,
maturity, and decay as seen by the light of the latest re-
searches and discoveries. It is written throughout in a style
of perfect lucidity without a tinge of pedantry. Such a work
is sure to commend itself to the reader who desires to acquaint
himself with the best and most recent results of inquiry in
this fascinating department of history; it will also be wel-
comed by scholars, not only for the details of myth and
ritual which it has gathered from many quarters and brought
to a focus, but also for the thoughtfulness and suggestiveness
of its exposition, the fruit of ripe learning and mature
reflection.
To many readers these prefatory words will seem, as they
seem to me, to be superfluous. So good a wine needs no
bush to recommend it. Yet in acceding to the author's
request I was glad to have the honour and the privilege of
introducing so eminent and admirable a scholar to English
readers, some of whom may still be unacquainted with the
nature and the extent of his contributions to classical learning.